AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1 .(currently amended) An electrosurgical apparatus comprising: 
first and second olongatod grasping jaws, each jaw including: 

i) a first tissue contacting surface in face-to-face relation with the first 
tissue contacting surface of the other jaw for providing a first compression 
force to tissue ; 

at least one electrode surface carried adjacent said first tissue 
contacting surfaces and disposed to engage said tissue when grasped; and 

t i ssue dam moans for prov i ding so l octod compross i on to tho t i ssuo 
within tho ticsuo contact i ng surfaco 

ii) a second electrically insulated tissue contacting surface in face-to- 
face relation with the second electrically insulated tissue contacting surface of 
the other jaw for providing a second compression force to tissue that is 
greater than the first compression force . 

2. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a 
cutting blade movably disposed between at least two of said electrode 
surfaces wherein said at least two electrode surfaces have opposite polarity. 

3. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said second 
tissue contacting surfaces of said first and second jaws each have opposed 
elongated edges and said electrode surfaces are located on the edges of said 
second tissue contacting surfaces. 

4. (currently amended) A T iss u e tissue grasping apparatus comprising: 

two grasping jaws, each jaw including an insulating tissue contacting 
surface; 

said jaws being in a face-to-face relationship further comprising! 

i) two spaced-apart electrode surfaces adjacent said insulating 
tissue contacting surface, [said jaws being in face-to-face relationship] to 
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provide a first offset face-to-face electrode tissue contacting surface pair, and 
a second offset face-to-face electrode tissue contacting surface pair that 
provide a first compression force to the tissue ; 
i noulat i ng surfaces; and 

tissuo dam moans for prov i d i ng so l ootod compress i on to tho 
t i ssuo w i thin tho t i ssue contact i ng surfac e ii) at least one insulated tissue 
compressive surface for providing a second compression force to the tissue 
that is greater than the first compression force . 

5. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 4 further comprising a 
cutting blade disposed between said first offset face-to-face electrode surface 
pair and said second offset face-to-face electrode surface pair. 

6. (canceled) A method of promoting coagulation in tissue, comprising: 

providing a pair of grasping jaws, each jaw including an insulating 
tissue contacting surface in face-to-face relation with said tissue and a pair of 
tissue dam members; 

contacting surface of said other jaw, said jaws further comprising two 
spaced-apart electrode surfaces adjacent said insulating tissue contacting 
surface, said jaws providing first offset face-to-face electrode surface pair, 
face-to-face insulating surfaces, and a second offset face-to- face electrode 
surface pair, said electrode surfaces being connectable to a power source for 
providing an electrical current between said first and said second electrode 
surface pairs, said electrode surfaces comprising a particular electrode 
surface pair being of like polarity; 

closing said jaws having said tissue dam members on tissue to be 
coagulated, with said tissue contacting surfaces and said tissue dam 
members in contact with said tissue; 

connecting said electrode surfaces to a current source to create a 
current flow between said first and said second electrode surface pairs and 
through tissue located between said tissue contacting surfaces to promote 
coagulation of tissue grasped between said tissue contacting surfaces. 

7. (canceled) An electrosurgical apparatus comprising: 
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a first moveable jaw and a second moveable jaw, wherein said first 
moveable jaw includes a first tissue contacting surface and said second 
moveable jaw includes a second tissue contacting surface, wherein said first 
tissue contacting surface and said second tissue contacting surface have a 
substantially face-to-face relationship; 

a first dam member, wherein said first dam member projects from said 
first moveable jaw; 

a first insulating material, wherein said first insulating material 
comprises said first tissue contacting surface; 

a second insulating material, wherein said second insulating material 
comprises said second tissue contacting surface; 

a first electrode housed within said first moveable jaw; 

a second electrode housed within said second moveable jaw; and 
a means of connecting said first electrode and said second electrode to a 
power source for providing an electrical current between said first electrode 
and said second electrode. 

8. (canceled) The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising a second dam 
member, wherein said second dam member protrudes from said first 
moveable jaw, wherein said second dam member lies adjacent to said first 
dam member. 

9. (canceled) The apparatus of claim 8, further comprising a third dam 
member, wherein said third dam member protrudes from said second 
moveable jaw. 

1 0. (canceled) The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising a fourth dam 
member, wherein said fourth dam member protrudes from said second 
moveable jaw, wherein said fourth dam member lies adjacent to said third 
dam member. 




Amendment A 



Page 4 of 6 



Serial No. 10/055,534 



